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| Matth. XI. 25. 
At that Time Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, 
J tbank thee, O Fatber, Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, - becauſe thou 
baſt bid theſe Things from the wiſe 
and pradent, and baſt revealed 


* 


them unto Babes, 


| HERE is no viſible Connexion 
between theſe Words, and what 
pia d immediately before; nor is it 
clearly evident, or generally agreed, what it 
was that gave Occaſion to our Lord, thus 
to rejoice in Spirit, and to break out into theſe 
Expreſſions of Praiſe and - Thankfulneſs to 
bis heavenly Lord 1 and Father. He. is ſaid 
to anſwer, tho there is nothing in the whole 
Chapter, but that Queſtion propounded to 
him in the Beginning of ir, by Two of 
Jobn s Diſciples, that needs an Aaſwer, - or 
will admit of one; ſo that we can under- 
ſtand no more by that Phraſe, | but his con- 


A 2 tinuing 


41 
tinuing to ſpeak, and proceeding in his Diſ- 
courſe; or elſe reply ing upon himſelf with 
Reference to ſome Subject, _ whereon he had 

0 been ſecretly ruminating in his Mind. 
The Words that have * reateſt Affinity 
2 thoſe now before us 159 in the Fo. - 
„are what we read in che Ned wude 
| Verſe: The Poor have th the Goel roy — 
them. Which Poo in chat Verſe, ſcems 70 
che fame Perſohd with 


] to de 


: Thoſe Things which were WA how te 
prudent, aud re unto Babes, 
wh, adored interpret pg gd, Talag⸗ 


of that Goſpel, which the Poor 1 — 
unto them: The Poverty in one i = the 
Infaticy in the — * treof the fine Fe Ix 
both have an Aﬀegotical Airing behides 
che plan and diceial One, ahd imply not 
dnly'y Meankeſs of Fortune and Depreſſen 
48 to outward Circumſtances, but a Poverty 
of Spirit and Dejectedneſs ef Mind; not 
ealy->the Weakneſs'and- Igtiorimcs- Vat the 
ardeſs and undiſguiſed Simplicity, the Open- 
nes,  Candor, and Submiffion of n tle 
Child: Suck a State, inſhore, as had both the 
greateft Need of ſpiricual InfluRtion; Atid 
was beſt .qaalified to receive it. Thele were 
| the Poor to whom! the Goſpel was Pe; 
| that the Babes, to _ thoſe Things were 
thought 


thought fir ena lich welt ka from 
the worldly wiſe, beer If 

The only Difference hannicen the two 
 Paſſiges ſeems to be, that what out Saviout. 

had urg'd in the 515 Verle, as 4 Proof of 

his on Miſſion, - and am Argutnent that he 
was the true Meſſiah, he'makes another Uſe 
of at this 2 5th Verle, where (afcer a pretty 
ng Digreſſion, containing 4 Character of 
St. John Baptiſt, and a Reproof to thoſe un- 
corrigible, unbelieving Oities, in Which he 
had chiefly his Miracles,) he takes 
Occaſton the high Satisfaction he found 
in the Succeſs and Efficacy of his Doctrine, 
ro improve che fame Reflexion on his con- 
vetting the Poor, and Humination of the 
Datk and Jonorant, by which he had eſta- 
bliſh'd his own Ack, to the Exaltation of 
his Fathefs Nanie. 1 tan rbee, 0 Father, 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou baſt 
bid theſe "Things from 'the wiſe and prudent, and 
ht e e iy Babes. 
From which Words, whether ſo count | 
Aer dot with 8 \abovethentioned. Paſſage 


roward the of tne Chapter, yet 
at leaſt as fit tobe ard with it, as con- 
curring in the fame Deſign, and eftibliſh- 


ing the ſame important Truch, we” * not 


im- 


the ſollowing Points. 


a a proper Evidence of our Saviour s divine 


bid from the carnally wiſe and prudent, 


161 


improperly take a Handle for conſidering 


I. That the Revealing the * of 
Chriſtianiry to thoſe who were deſtitute of 
all ſaving Knowledge, but were ſpirituall 

Poor, and Babes in Underſtanding, was bock 


Miſſion, and a juſt Matter of Praiſe to Al- 
mighty God. Pa WAY. 22 

II. That it is a very becoming Inſtance of 
Chriſtian Obedience, a laudable Imitation of 
our bleſſed Lord, and highly conducing to 
God's Glory, for us, in our ſeveral Capaci- 
ties, to propagate that Revelation to thoſe 
who are yet Babes, and who have not yet 
been initiated, or not ſo fully as chey ought, 
in the Myſteries'of the Goſpel. 

III. And this will eaſily lead me in the 
Third Place to apply the Subſtance: of what 
ſhall be advanced under thoſe Two Heads, 
to the Religious and Chriſtian Undertaking 
that occaſions this goodly Appearance of 
Poor, who have the Goſpel preached unto. them 3 
and of Babes, to whom thoſe Truths of 
Chriſtianity are reveal d, in ſo edifying a Man- 
ner, which, thro their own Default, are 


J. 


*** 


I. I ſhall endeavour to convince you, that 
che Revealing the Myſteries of Chriſtianity to 
thoſe who were deſtitute of all ſaving Know- 
ledge, but were ſpiritually Poor, and Babes 
in Underſtanding, was both a proper Evi- 
dence of our Saviour 's divine Miſſion, and a 
juſt Matter of Praiſe to Almighty God. 

Among the many other Advantages that 
were to accrue to Mankind upon the coming 
of the Meſſiah, among the diſtinguifhing 
Marks and Characters that were given # 
him by the Prophets, it was foretold by E 
faiah 29. 19. The Meek alſo ſhall encreaſe 
their Joy in the Lord, and the Poor amang Men: 
ſhall rejoice in the holy One of Iſrael: And a- 
gain, 61. 1. The Lord bath anointed me to pro- 
claim glad Tidings to the Poor. And the Royal 
Pſalmiſt, when, in the 1oth Verſe of the 68th: 
P/alm, he had magnified God for having of 


bis Goodneſs prepared for the Poor, proceeds to 
ſhew us in the following Verſe, whar fort of 
Preparation he had made for em, vix, a Pro- 
viſion of ſpiritual Foed and Nouriſhment 
proper for the Soul, an Abundance of Do- 
Qrine and Plenty of the Word, in Oppoſition 
to that Famine of the Word, which is threaten d 
in the Prophecy of Amos; as one of the great 
eſt Curſes that can befab à People I EM 
gave the Nord) great was the company} Predeb= 


\ 


(&] 
erg or them. that publiſh it, Pal, 68.111 And 
elſewhere, Out of, tbe Mawbs.( o Babes land. 
Sucklings haſt thou ordained Strength, Plal. 8. . 

In Alluſion to which, Predictions our Savi- 
our, in the Chapter of the Text, inſiſts on 
his preaching the Goſpel tothe Poor, as one 
of te principal Marks by which he was to 
be known. For when John, the! Baptiſt had 
ſent Two, of his Diſciples to enquire of him 
whetk er he were the Chriſt or nat 3 Art than 
he that ſhould. come, or do we laok, for anather2 
he returned this ſhort, but ſignificanr Anſwer 

them Go and tell fon again thoſe hy, 

A Ka ſce aud hear 3 the Blind recaive 
Sight, wal, the Lepars. are: ee 
the 80 =. Dead are raiſel up, and tbe 
Poor 1 17 » el preached unto bem. 

As much as ro ſay, conſi What you 
have either (cen, ms dog or heard atteſted by 
credible. W Witneſles, compare. my Actions with 
thole alcrib'd by. che Prophets to che Meſſiah, 
obſerve how, exactly all Circumſtances agree, 
and you, will net need any Declaration of 
2 to, ceſtiſy von whether] am chic Cheiſk 
gte, ind this; indeed as che moſt pros 
15 K 5 8 be could Id have 

aygreing, ſugh 
— oo dune 
ing his. Credential * R 


RX 
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LJ 
have given lige $ztis n, and ſcarccthave 
procur d him many Proſely ad ö 
Bur wham be A Pele 80) heit xn Senſes, 
when ade no e * eng 
port of 25 Things which 8 cen and 
heard, and leaves em 1 850 
eb Regions, he Fes E : 0 
a ay to gemove les, 8 
leave em e e LE of 
believe in Him. cho _ d ,never 
have given him . on his on Word 
and Aſſeuerstion, Wote ng bettet conyinc- 
= when he bid chem bglieye Tm 
Works le. When they beheld 
and deſectiue Organs o PE and M 
which were loſt beyond the Help of P WS | 
or Recoyery:of An, refined. their 10 er 
Uſe, wjbaye aay cher Application 
that, of a dee Mords; when chey INFO 
Ai ge e geben d Like, and bf HO 
to Health; „hq. 2 and, Calami — 
the Earth, were invieedico, be —— 
the igracious Terms fiche e 3 
aud zhoſe who had no. Polleſſions,0n Ear 


were taught top At 2 om iathleayen: 
All, which were uc h Viſible Tokens, apd 
Indieation.of abe.ccue,Mefſiab.g there, y a5 h⁰ 
— e nme OPT 
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101 
withſtanding the Force” of ſuch irreſiltible 
Evidence. Year ic b 1. 

But it may polbbly heb; edted; That the 
laſt of. theſe Tokens, Sch: is moſt to our 
preſent Purpoſe, had ' nothing” miraculous in 
it, and was therefore a leſs diſtinguiſhing 
Note of his Divinity than any of the others; 
Men may be apt to imagine, that there needed 
no ſupernacural Aid or divine Im — wor Pri 
ble him to execute the Office of a Preacher, and 
inſtruct the ignorant Multitude in the Rules of 
plain Morality, for Which he might eaſily 'be 
qualified 'by 'a 4 Readinels of Invention 40 
Fluency of Speech," without a Commiſſion 
from on Ege and by leſs chan a divine 

Power. ia 41211 0 Nl 91) 
2 ut yet if 75 — wn ge 


N ly be alight 
loft, ow” ' happily he reſotm d the 
Vicious, Vic What admirable Dexterity # he a- 

oided the inſidions-Queſtions - of the Cap- 
c and Enſnating; if we conſider how all 
ho Fer biste eden when 4 Child wert's- 
add 'b Under ſtainding and fert: How the 
Officers, h were A to apptehend him, had 
not power to execute their Commiſſion, but 


with 


1 

w — — arg — ne pen hun 

e- that: an. It we con ider the pecli- 
12 Worth and Excellence of thoſe Rules 
which he enjoin d, of what exceeding Be- 
nefit and Importance they are) to Mankind, 
and how much they tend to che improving 
humane Nature, and taiſing ict the chigheſt 
Degtee of Perfection; it will ſufficiently aph 
pear, that in che Diſcharge oſ this humble 
and condeſęending Office he actedabq as di- 
vine a Power, and gave as convinęing Proofs 
of his heavenly Original, as in any of the 
others; that he was no leſs conſiderable in 
that Mount on Which he preach d. than in 
that on which he was trans figur d vwheii he 
convers d | with Publicans and Sinners, than 
when he talk d with Moſes and Elias when 
he ſamiliatly Ril'd himſelf the Son of Man, 
than when he was proc laim d the Sen / God 
from Heaven; when he conyetted thoſe who 
were dead in cheir Sins, and rais din em -2 
Newneſs of Life, than when, in a liceral Senſe; 
he ais d from the dead the departed: Lag aui 
and/the Widow s Son. 20; (tw. vithoxe of 
Even the Obſcurity and lou Eſtate ol thoſe 
who firſt receiv d the Publication, which by 
ſome of the Enemies of the Crols, has been 
urg d as an Argument againſt the Credit of 
the Publiſher, does, on the contrary, more 
B 2 un- 


viction; th in the Hands of the weakeſt In; 


[ini]! _ 
undemably eftabliſh- and con fir iti Thins 
ie behoved Chriſt to eon verſe; ſuch | 
was he to ſeek" and! fave; ſuch Sinners did he 
come to call to Nepentance, to reduce ſuen 
Wanderers into the May, to be a Light to 
choſe ho thus ſat in Darkneſs; audi in the Sha- 
11 and e their Feet into WO 

Pace 

Had he talten any Olle ieaſiires in pro- 
his Religion; Kad he. applied him- 
ſelt to the great and leading Niem of the Ape 
and Nation where he' liv'd} Rad e courted 
the Powers that were then ity Being, to: coun- 
tmande his z  hadi he ſougſit to eſta - 
b ſſr it by ehe Help of # Confederate and 
united: Maien, and the'p pwerful Influence 
of- a. prevailing! Party, (which humane Pru- 
derive would have ſuggeſted to Him as the 
moſt\likely Methods of ſuceeed ing, if he had 
not been oonſoicus that it was able to make 
its Way by the Forec of its o native Con- 


ſtruments) he uud n nor have correſponded 
ſo exactly with the Defcriptiow of /the'Meſe 
fiahi by the Prophets, and we fhould have 


wanted one powerful Age ene 
ee u 2 Ae 29 Þ sch 10 ort. 
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Er, Nr b Nane as 


proper Evidenee of lis beidg en (from! 
Pich, ſo: was it likewiſe a juſt Matter of 
Praife to Almighey Ged. The faitkſul Exe- 
cution of his Will, and Aecomphſhment of 
his Purpoſes,” by toch Methods,” and under 
fuch Regulations as he Has thoughe fit to pre- 
feribe, is always highly aceeptable and well- 
pleaſing to him, and was never. mote acce- 
ptable chan ace the ſtveral Steps chat were 
taken by the Redeemes of Marikind; toward 
che effectin g tat Redtmptiom ll at che Saft 
Pomonef the World he ſurvey'd the feve- 
ral Parts: of ks Wotkmaiiſhip, and with Plea 
1 chu they were geoch Ne. oon. 
formiable to the Model in his ete Mind, 
and adorn > with ſuch Kinds 21 505 
Perfection 4s he had ASP de abe "ſeveral 
Fpeties thar* compos d it wicht Ho Thweh 
ater Safisf ſor did e ſurveycache yn 
Teation, the Renovatiott of 7 — — 
5 ite ah; Fg 
Ving aud cleauſſhg ＋ So be 


W clit the 

"of pins tor rr to the 

Cee . aud ſet righ br ein the ol 
N b 70) KAY Lat nv 
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Such a glorious and gs: Gee he re- 
ſolved to make, and to effect it by the Me- 
diation of his ever-bleſſed Son: that 
Son who was all Obedience, hi Meat 
and Drink it was to perform his Fathers 
Will, and to cauſe it to be perform d by o- 
chers, undertook. the gracious Work, and not 

only executed the main Subſtance of his 
Commiſſion, but complied with it in the 
Manner and all the Circumſtances. Anc 
particularly, with Regard to the Perſons. to 
whom the Truths of the Goſpel were firſt 
to be declar d, who were fitſt tg be begotten 
again into a lively Hope 3.t0 be / renemed in their 
inward o Man, and, in, the, Spirit o, their, Mar 4 
He. applied. himſelf, as directed, not to the 
Great and Powerful, not to the Wise and 

Learned, but to thoſe of low. Cena ition and 
ordinary, Capacities; that 3th gen, ihe © 
ſhould appear to thrive. ſo well; and _ 
ſo, far, under the Management of ſuch weak 
and deſpicable 2 che Power by which 

they acted, and, the Trucks, wg wh b che. pt 


daim d, might be conſeſs dito EET 


not of Man, that ali Men might 
| Cor. Glayy 40 him who 4% merh the Wiſdqm, of 


19 Wiſe, and bringeth to nat hing the 5 
ver. 26, Of the Prudent; and bor that Weben Ke 


27- called many wi iſe Men after the Fleſh, not many 
Mighty, 


[ 29 | 


wad not mam Noble; t 5 Th choſen the 
fooliſh "Things of 'the' World to confolnid "the Wiſe, 
and the weak Things of | the World to confound he 
Things that are Mighty. O; on EI 

Ic was his pleaſing Reflexion on the Diſ: 
play of Gods Glory in - accom pliſhing his 
Deſigns by the moſt unlikely Means, chat 
u ics elf in theſe Exprefſions of Joy we 
meet with in my Text ;'7 thank! Ther, 0 Fa- 
ther, eien: Denne 07 eo! 

The proper Matter of his eſtiehg was 
not, we may be fare,” the N of 
the Goſpel Tease fel 4 6d ff He who 
Was 4%e true LN P that tip ries Man that Joh. I 19. 
cometh into the 25 e would Bave al 76 be - 


favd, and come (0 the Te of "the Tb, 4 


m. II. 


cond not be delighted witti;any One YCot- 
tituanct i Error TThe Rich and Kae ig 
were to“ Have theit Safe of the Revelation 
like wiſe, bur the Poot and! gadrant were the 
Chafinel thro'whiich it hs be' convey'd'ro 
Lein! This happy Neg Oecenony of 
diſpenſing the S aßſing the Ph b; 
3 of he Mie, and 155 bim 75 the Princes 
of the Peoplez this filling the Hungry with Nod 
hinge, and ending the Rich empty away,” till 
choſe being firſt repleniſn d, ſhould/invite them 
te paftake of cheit Fpiricial Suſtenlance: This, 
Ti tay, was the direct Gtound of his Exultatien, 


not 


16 | 
not that theſe fac] were totally. hid 2 
the Wiſe and Prudent, but but that they were 
loyg bid till after they had been n ip 
Beek TI am now to ſhew | in the + 


U 8 Place, that it is a baden beugt 
ng Inſtance of Chriſtian O bedienge, a 


Rud- 
| able Imitation of our bleſſed Lord, 20 b. 
ly conduoing, to God's G Glory, for us, i m QUr 
ſeveral Capacities, to propagate that Revcla- 
tion to thoſe who are Kill Babes, and who 
| have not yet been initiated, or nt lo fully gs 
they ought, in-che-Myſt Fugen Bales... 
he great Author of our Religion bavigg 
1 to his Church ſuch! ſaving and ule⸗ 
ful Truths, as Mere ſufficient go. Anect ys in 
the Way no Happineſs, and appoinrgd ja Suc- 
ceſſſan f Paſtors and Teachatz, wich an, Au- 
;thority,. deriyable, to others. Abe all 
Ages, to preſerue the Know letige o of choſe ſa- 
cred Truths, co, ſpread jand.diffule eh chro 
all Nations, ) awd, Whole World 
: F Sal vanon gj co 
declare chat Mæthod of Reconciliatiom to God, 
and of. attaining eternal Life, i he, had 
len keen re thus much, I 

lay, and finiſſrd e Work he had. do on 
Earth, he was taken from am iin Heaven, 
len em wich this Promiſe, chat he world 


1 
o 
* + .4 9 
= 


E. 
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ſtill be ſpiritually preſent with em to the End 


of the World; that he would ſend em another 
Comforter, that ſhould lead them into all Truth, 
and enable 'em to lead others, and with an 
expreſs Charge, that they ſhould make it 
their Endeavour ſo to do. 

Thus did our bleſſed Redeemer lay the 
Foundation of an univerſal Church, with 
ſufficient Encouragement to the whole Race 
of Mankind to ſhelter themſelves within its 
Pale, and become Converts to Chriſtianity, 
and with a Command to thoſe who are al- 
ready admitted, who have been enlight- 
ned, and bave taſted of the heavenly Gift, and 
the good Word of God, and the Powers of the 
World to come, with a Command, I ſay to 
them, to be zealous in imparting that Light 
to others, which has been ſo freely commu- 
nicated to them; to demonſtrate the Sincerity 
of that Love of God and their Neighbour, 
which, if they are true Members of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, muſt neceſſarily poſſeſs their 
Hearts, by ſhewing a tender Regard for the 
Souls of Men; by revealing thoſe Treaſures 
of hidden Wiſdom, of which they have 
been hitherto unhappily depriv d; by labour- 
ing with all Diligence and Care, with all 
Humility and Condeſcenſion, with all Ear- 
neſtneſs and Aﬀection, to rectify their Mi- 
| C Fakes, 


Heb. 6. 
4y 5o 


[ 18 
ſtakes, to remove their 9M and give 
'em as clear an Underſtanding as may be of 
the Things that belong to their Happineſs and 
Salvation. 

If all who have profeſsd the Name of 
Chriſt, had been ated by ſuch a Spirit as 
this; if every one would have applied to 
himſelf that Exhortation of our Saviour to 
St. Peter, When thou art converted, ſtrengthen 
thy Brethren: Had every one made it a Mat- 
ter of Conſcience, not barely to be a Chri- 
ſtian himſelf, but to contribute in the beſt 
Manner he was able to the making o- 
thers ſo; if ſuch a Spirit as this, I ſay, had 
all along prevail d among the Members of 
the Church, the dark Corners of the Earch 
might long ſince have been illuminated, Chri- 
ſtendom might have had the ſame Bounds 
with the habitable Globe; not only the Sound 
of the Goſpel might have been heard, but 
its Doctrines received in all Lands, and all 
the Ends of the World might have ſeen and en- 
joy d the Salvation of our God. | 

But how backward ſoever the Generality 
of Believers may have been in this Reſpect, 
or how ſhort ſoever they may have fallen of 
what might juſtly be __ from them, 
this makes nothing at all againſt the Rule, 
their Duty lies plain before 'em, they are ex- 


preſly 


[ 19 | 

preſly commanded to follow after the Things 
wherewith one may edify another; to conſider one 
another, to ph. unto Love — to good Works, 
not to ſeek their own Profit, but the Profit of 
many, that they may be ſaved, to have Com- 
paſſion on their Brethren, and fave them, pluck- 
ing them [as Firebrands] out of the Fire. 

From ſuch imminent Danger we have all 
been preſerved our ſelves; thus mercifully 
has our gracious Redeemer deliverd us from 
the Brinks of Ruine, releaſed us from the 
molt galling Yoke and (laviſh Bondage, and 
brought us from the Power of Satan unto 
God. And can we refuſe to copy him in 
thole good Works, ſo far as our Capacity 
extends, of which we our ſelves have been 
the hap PPY Objects? Shall we, on whom the 
Light of the Goſpel has ſhone. ; in ſo glorious 
a Manner, eclipſe and contract the Beams of 
ir, and not ſuffer em to dart into thoſe ob- 
ſcure Regions, where the Prince of this World 
ſtill rules with a deſpotick Sway, blinding 
his Vaſſals with the groſſeſt Supaaſticions, and 
corrupting them wich the — 
Do we think our own Happineſs would be 
the leſs, if we ſhould contribute to the En- 
creaſe of theirs? Are we jealous of Rivals in 
God's Favour, or apprehenſive chat che King- 
dom of Heaven would not be large enough 
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to receive us, if too many ſhould be ſaved? 
Would we ſhelter our own Indevotion, and 
Profaneneſs, and Negle& of Duty, under the 
greater Enormities of thoſe unenlightened 
Wretches ; and imagine we ſhall be reputed 
leſs culpable for being bad Chriſtians, becauſe 
there are ſome who are meer Heathens? Or 
is it nothing elſe but a ſupine Negligence 
and lazy Inadvertence; a Contempt of thoſe 
miſerable People who are deſtitute of Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge, and not thinking them 
worth our Notice, that makes the glorious 
Deſign of communicating the Goſpel to them, 
go on ſo heavily, and meet with fo ſmall - 
an Encouragement? Alas! how different a 
Notion have we of the Value of Souls from 
that of our bleſſed Lord; or what muſt have 
become of us, if he had ſet as low a Price 
on ours, as we on theirs? How juſtly may he 
reproach us for ſuch uncharitable Neglect, 
as the Maſter in the Parable did the unmerci- 
ful Servant; Shouldeft not thou alſo have had 
Compaſſion on thy Fellow-Servant, even as 1 had 
Pity on thee? How ill do we follow the Di- 
1 ction he has given us a little after my Text: 
Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in Heart? 
How unjuſtly do we hide our Light under a 
Buſhel, and take away that Key of Knowledge, 
that ſhould unlock the Myſteries of the Go- 

ſpel 
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ſpel to thoſe from whom they are as yet 
hidden ! How little do'we conſult the Glo 
of God, which ought to be the chief End 
of all our Actions, by deferring to make 
known the Wonders of his Providence, and 
his infinite Love to Man, in ſo graciouſly 
contriving the Means of his Reſtauration to 
Grace and Favour; where it muſt, and will 
be one Day made manifeſt, whether we will 
be the Inſtruments of it, or no: as if we 
were poſſeſs d with a more than Jewiſh Sel- 
fiſhnels, and reſolved to confine that Redem- 

tion to our ſelves, which he intended for 
the univerſal Benefit of Mankind! 

I am making theſe Expoſtulations among 
thoſe, who, I know, are ſenſible of the Juſt- 
nels of them, and who have long been la- 
bouring to prevent the unhappy Occaſion 
that has been given for them, and not with- 
out a good Degree of Succeſs; but the Con- 
currence of all Hands and Hearts is requiſite 
toward the accompliſhing a Work of ſo large 
a Compals, and the Want of that is what I 
ſincerely lament; bur I am willing to be- 
lieve, that Her Majeſty's Gracious Letter, re- 
quiring a Collection to be made for the car- 
rying on that godly Undertaking, and ap- 
pointed to be read in all our Churches the 
next Lord's Day, will very much encreaſe 
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the Number of thoſe who make the Prong: 
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oating of Chriſtian Knowledge their peculiar 
Care, and that the Exhortations to that Pur- 
poſe will have a good Effect; and therefore I 
will not too far anticipate the Subject. | 

[ have a Charity of a nearer and more im- 
mediate Concern at preſent to recommend to 


vou, if any farther Recommendation be re- 


quiſite of thoſe, whoſe innocent Look, whoſe 
modeſt Garb, whoſe unaffected Plainnels, 
whole orderly Proceſſion, whoſe towardly 


| Manners and regular Behaviour, whoſe read 


Submiſſion to Diſcipline, and happy Im- 
provement under it, do ſo engagingly plead 
tor em, and carry ſuch a winning Perſuaſion. 


III. For this was the Third Thing I pro- 
poſed, viz, to apply the Subſtance of what 
has been advancd under the Two former 
Heads, to the Religious and Chriſtian Un- 
dertaking that occaſions this goodly Appear- 
ance of Poor, who have the Goſpel preachd 
unto them; and of Babes, to whom thoſe 
Truths of Chriſtianity are reveal d, which are 
bid from the worldly wile. : 

And ſure if the revealing the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel to thoſe who, in any Senſe, were 
Babes, was at firſt a Demonſtration of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity ; the Revealing it now 

| with 
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with ſuch Succeſs, to theſe who' are literally 
ſo, is a Demonſtration of the Power of it. 
Such a well-laid Foundation in the Principles 
of the Chriſtian Faith, ſo forward a Pro- 
kciency in Children of ſuch tender Years ; 
ſuch a Readineſs to give an Anſwer to every Man 
that asleth them a Reaſon of the Hope that is in 
them, is no inconſiderable Proof that God is 
with us, of a Truth, and that ſuch as are 
meek and tractable among us, them will he 
teach his Way. 

If the bringing his Purpoſes to paſs by the 
molt helpleſs Agents and weakeſt Inſtruments, 
be conducive to Gods Glory, and an Argu- 
ment of his providential Care and Direction 
of humane Affairs; what Agents ſo helpleſs 
as theſe, what Inſtruments ſo weak? and yet, 
what Strength has he ordained? What Praiſe has he 
per fected out of the Mouth of theſe Babes? What 
an Air of primitive Simplicity do we ſee re- 
viving 2 How bleſſed a Reſemblance of the 
Beginnings of the Goſpel-Age, in the ſeveral 
Parts of Her Majeſty's Dominions? How 
laudable a Correſpondence has been ſettled 
and maintained among the diſtant Promo- 
ters of this good Work, who carry on a re- 
ligious Commerce, and * for the 
Good of Souls? How pleaſaut is it to ob- 
ſerve, that from the Time it was firſt under- 

taken, 
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taken, it has never intermitted or ſtood till, 
never cool d upon their Hands, much leſs has 
it gone backward, but, as it appears, upon 
f comparing every Years Account, with that 
W of the foregoing, the Number of Schools and 
if Scholars, and the Contributions for main- 
raining them, have been ſtill growing and 
encreaſing, and the Lord has been continu- 
ally adding to the Church ſuch as, we truſt, ſhall 
be ſavd? Thus is that Grain of Muſtard Seed, 
which was caſt into the Ground, become a preat 
Tree, and chat Tree is in a fair Probability 
of ſpreading to a Grove. 

And I will not diſtruſt, but that the de- 
lightful Spectacle of this Day, the humble 
Proceſſion, the decent Appearance, the reve- 
rent Deportment, and the harmonious Con- 
ſort of thoſe Innocents now before you, far 
more affecting than the Solemnities of the 
gayeſt Triumph, or the fictitious Paſſions of 
a Theatrical Repreſentation z I will not di- 
ſtruſt, I ſay, but that ſo many perſuaſive Ar- 
guments and (if that could add any Weight 
to a Rhetorick ſo much more cogent) the 
earneſt Endeavour of the Advocate who is 
now pleading in their Behalf, will, with 
God's Bleſſing, touch the Heart of ſome new 
Benefactor, and open ſome freſh Spring of 
Bounty to water and refreſh theſe * Nur- 

ſeries 
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= —— Manners in this Age, 
| 1 hope in God, will compleat and per: 
fect it in the next at leaſt. _ 
When we obſerve che ſurpriaing Proficieg - 
cy of theſe Children in the Knowledge and 
Practice of their Duty, to a ee that 
could fcarce have been believ d, till it was 
thus tryd ; how few in ſo large a Number 
have prov'd remarkably vicious and incorrĩ- 
gible: How few have wanted either a Capa- 
city to retain even long Catechetical Anſwers, 
with the Scripeure-Proofs, or a decent Cou- 
rage to pronounce em audibly and diſtin» 
ly in a H Congregation; not even thoſe: of 
the Female Sex: This will convince us, how 
much the Soul of Man may be improv d by 
good Nurture and Education; and that it is 
not any Inability ot Defect of Nature, (which 
too often bears the Blame) but Negligence 
and Stoth, or à wrong Method of Inſtruction, 
that makes the Generality of other Children 
appear with leſs Advantage. TIP? + In 
Bleſſed be God! we have many extelleric 
Seminaries of Religion and Learning, where 
the Childten of the better Sort may be well 
that can adorn this Eife, or fit em ſor a 
better.. 61979 151014 10 mA yaa 
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Zut without Diſparagement ot Injuſtice to 

thoſe hopeful Nurſeries, I may venture to af - 

firm, that there is no Way of Inſtruction ſo 

generally ſucceſsful, where chere are ſo few 

Miſcarriages, or jo compleatly fram d forthe 

breeding up good Chriſtians, as in theſe Cha- | 

rity- Schools. N n 1 
Thus amply has the wiſe Providence of 

God, compenſated the Diſadvantages of the 

Poor and Indigent, in wanting many of the 

Conveniencies of this Life, by a more abun- 

dant Proviſion for their Happineſs in the next. 

Had they been higher born, or more richly 

endow d, they would have wanted this Man- 

ner of Education, of which thoſe only enjoy 

the Benefit, who are low enough to ſubmit 

to it, where they have ſuch Advantages with- 

out Money and without Price, as the Rich cannot 

purchaſe with it; the Learning which is given, 

is generally more edifying to them, than that 

which is ſold to others: Thus do they become 

more exalted in Goodneſs, by being depreſs d 

in Fortune, and their Poverty is, in Reality, 


their Preferment. FE SW 00:1) 5518 
Let usthankfully adore the divine Good» 
nels, that, in the midſt of an Age which 
ſeem'd abandon d to Vice and Irreligion, a- 
bounding wich-ſo much Corruption, with ſo 
many Examples of Profaneneſs and Debauch- 
-efy, has raiſed up ſuch a Spirit of Piety and 
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Chad and pur iv imoghe Means.of many. — 
| ' worthy Perſons; to combine together for all 0 
good Purpoſes, | to form themalelyes into So- N 3 
cieties, to join their united Endeavours, and 
contribute largely out of the Subſtance where 
with He had bleſſed them, toward che extir- 
pating of Vice and Ignorance, giving a ne, 
Turn to the State o Chriſtianity, ſupport- 
ing and propagating that Religion, of which 
Profane Scofſets and Atheiſtical-Cabals were 
plotting the Subvei ſioo .. 
That he has endu d Au wich Conſtancy 
and Reſolution to perſeyere in ſo good a 
Work, and not to be weary- of ; well-deing ;. and 
enclin dem to think no Labour too great, 
no Office too mean, that may be ſerviceable 
to the Chriſtian Cauſe; that Perſons.of good 
Birth and liberal ron ls {hould ſvbmic to 
be the Overſeers of tholg Poor, who are main- 
tain d by their own Charity, that they ſhould 
make it their-Buſineſs to look into their little 
Wants, and become, as it were, their Ste- 
wards and Servants,. in Imitation of that 
lowly and condeſcending Act of our bleſſed 
Saviout, when he -waſh'd the Feet of hit own 
Diſciples or when he told” em, Tam ng. you 
as be that ſeryeth. . 
The many je FIR Benelts chat atiſe 88 
this well plac d Charity, to the Children = i 


* pan ad to Pariſhes, to che Church 
©. and 
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and Nation, have been ofrem/ ſer: forth ux 
great Advantage. on former QOecaſions of the 
Nature 3 many of ' which, tho ar firſt they 
were but pions Proſages, have been ſince made 
good by undeniable Experience, as | doube 
not but all the reſt, which there has not yet 
been Time enough to make ' manifeſt, will 
appear to be upon farther Trial. 
ir has been the peculiar Happineſs of this 
Charity, thar there have been no Complaints 
of any Miſapplication of the Funds that are 
deſtin d to this pious. Uſe, which are too of- 
ten alledgd againſt others of a public Na- 
rute: No colourable ObjeEtion of any Kind 
has been made againſt it, nor indeed can it 
meet with Oppoftion from any, but thoſe 
who are unwilling that the Empire of the De- 
vil ſhould be weaken d, that Vice and Immo- 
rality ſhould loſe any Ground, and who are 
the declard Enemies of God and Goodneſs. 
But however, the Gad of this Morld has blinded 
the Children of Diſobedience, that they vill aas ſz 
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nor under and, va be converted > but deſpiſi ag the 
Tage God's Word; and the Light of his 
holy Goſpel, put their Truſt in worldly Nirbet, and 
value themſelves upon their car Paliey; Hie thaut 
thee, O Father, Lad of | Heaven. and Earth, nan the 
Things which are thus hidden, thro? their own Default 
wei and 7 (as the World accaunts | 
dence) thin beſt revecled wnts theſt Bibs. For 
| Not ante us, O Lord, not unte p Dit 
Name be the Praiſe, &c. Ty "Sh. 
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